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Stein Zeitung

  Erste Gruppe, the Southern California Chapter of Stein Collectors International 
  To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism. To steal from many is research. 

 

Erste Gruppe Chapter Bulletin:       Issue No. 141                        20 September 2011
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 1. EG Officers & Chapter Meeting Dates 
 

 2. Erste Gruppe Chapter News and Updates 
  
 3. Memoriam: Robert C Alutin 
  
 4. EG Meeting Minutes 
 

 5. The Providence, R I . Convention, by Sue 
Kellogg 
 

 6. Cognates, by Dr. Roy DeSelms  
                 

 
 

  Erste Gruppe Officers (2010)   
 

Pres. Pat Cunningham 
1st VP. George Hartman 
2nd VP. Don Smith (Resigned) 
Treas. Roy Kellogg, Roy Kellogg, rsklg@msn.com 
Recording Sect. and Sunshine Lady, Sue Kellogg 
Historian. Sharon Cooley 
Board of Directors:  Lee Poppie and Bill Gaumer 
Stein Zeitung Assembler ï John Mann, 
johnmann2@cox.net 

 

EG Board Members  
 

1st year board member - Chris Gundel 
2nd Year board member - VACANT 

 
 

 

Erste Gruppe Chapter meetings (2011)  
 

10/8  General at Hill's 
12/? Christmas/Holiday Party (Location/Unknown) 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Golden Gate Zecher 2011 Event Calendar 
Nov 12 GG ZecherðGuay - El Cerrito, CA  
Feb 2012 GG ZecherðSeavers Alameda, CA 

 
 

PSS meetings 2011 
Dec 2, 2011- Keizer, OR, Sandra & Keith Martin 

 
 

SCI Updates : 
 

The 2012 SCI Convention will be held 

AUG 15-17 in Annapolis, Maryland  

 
Check out the 2012 Convention Promotional 

Video now available on the SCI Web Site, 

http://www.steincollectors.org/   

Look for Convention NEWS. 
 

 

mailto:johnmann2@cox.net
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Erste Gruppe Chapter News 
 

Mettlach Collection Moves to AMOCA  
 

The entire 3,000 piece Mettlach collection of Master 

Steinologist Bob Wilson and his wife Colette has been 

moved to the "American Museum of Ceramic Art" in 

Pomona, CA, but it will be a while before any of it will be 

viewable.  Bob and Colette have also moved close by to 

the collection in their new residence in Claremont, CA.  

Please do not try to contact the Wilson's at this time since 

this type of move for anyone is very stressful.  They will 

be at the Hill's Oktoberfest on Oct. 8 and all details can be 

discussed at that time. 
 

Jon Rosenbaum: Terry and Claire Hill report that Jon is 

coming along slowly and walks every day around the 

neighborhood. Contact Jon at Jon Rosenbaum, 13 

Crosscreek, Irvine, California  92604-3625 
 

Ruthe White is wheelchair bound but keeps in touch with 

her new IPod. 
 

Terry Hill has a new email address:  

Einprosit2@gmail.com 
  

Harvey Goldson and friend, Ann, have moved to 699 S. 

Swadley St., Lakewood, CO 80228  (same email) 
  

Cynthia Goldson has moved to: 328 Vicki Lane,   

Anaheim, CA  90804, Phone: 562-537-9301.  NO email 

address. 
 

Membership: 
  

Sue Kellogg is courting the following potential members, 

whom are cordially invited to the Hill's for Oktoberfest 

2011.  
 

Craig Evans, 12620 Stanton Ave., Tustin, CA 92782, 

email: evansville@mac.com 
  

Glenn Olsen, 2194 Oak Crest Dr, Riverside, CA 92504, 

email: gi@sprintmail.com,   Home phone: 951-686-4887    

Cell phone: 951-538-2705 
  

Ken Stroud, 6903 E. Bacarro St.   Long Beach, CA, 

email: kenleakhena@earthlink.net 
 

Ed Kansriddle, 1119 Aviemore Terrace, Costa Mesa, CA. 

92627, email: edkansriddle@msn.com    
 

Karla Gorman, 275 S. Loganberry St., Anaheim, CA 

92808. 
  
Sue Kellogg has invited these people to the Hill's but I 

doubt if all of them will drive that far.  Hopefully we will 

have an opportunity give new members a hearty and 

warm welcome during the Oktoberfest. 

 

Christmas/Holiday Party: Hopefully SOMEONE is 

planning a Christmas party somewhere.  The last 2 

meetings fell through and this is not a good sign~         

Ravi and Pratibha Patelôs Board Meeting. 
 

It was wonderful to see so many of EGôs former 

"wounded warriors" at the Patel's meeting; John Mann 

who has recovered from his neck surgery; Terry Hill, 

with his new pacemaker; Claire Hill working on her foot 

and leg, and seeing Judy Armstrong again. Sweet Sue 

 

Memoriam:  
 

We received news 

Robert C. Alutin  our 

long time life-member of 

Erste Gruppe has passed 

away 18 July in New 

York from complications 

due to Parkinson's 

disease.  
 

Bob wrote in the Sierra 

Madre, MADCATS, 50th 

Reunion book: "Retired 

from Wall St. but keep 

busy in NYC.  Favorite 

pastime is visiting 

Manhattan auction 

houses for beer steins and 

German Brauhause items.  

I was diagnosed with 

Parkinsonôs in 2000 but my wife and I still travel 

regularly in USA and visit her family in 

Switzerland/Germany.  Enjoyed a trip down memory lane 

while watching 'Seabiscuit' since we lived a block from 

the track and sold newspapers there every season." 

 We all extend our deepest condolences to his family and 

friends. A card was sent to his wife, Frieda. Robert leaves 

behind his wife Frieda, daughter Michele and twin 

brother Richard.   
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EG Meeting Minutes: 
 

Erste Gruppe Board Meeting taken on 4/2/2011. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Pres. Pat Cunningham 

at 3:55 PM.  Linda and Elliott Jones introduced their 

daughter, Rachel and son, Matthew.  The minutes were 

read and approved from the general meeting at the 

Kelloggôs in Feb.  Treasurerôs report was read and we 

have $11,338. Plus $475 from annual dues received from 

26 people.  Two members have dropped out. 
 

New Business: 
 

Mark Fieger passed around a list of present Erste Gruppe 

members. People want to know how many are primary, 

elsewhere and complimentary members. 

The GGZ newsletter was passed around also. 
 

We all seem to want name tags for active members.  

Sharon Cooley will be taking photos of people at the 

Poppiesô meeting in June to use in a directory.  We still 

need to figure out ways to attain new members.  It was 

suggested that maybe some volunteers will go to a Del 

Mar antique show on a weekend and show steins. 
 

Intermission was taken at 4:25 PM to eat dinner. 
 

The meeting resumed at 5:25 PM after a delicious Italian 

dinner.  Great round of applause was given to Linda and 

Rachel for making all the food.   
 

For the convention in Providence, RI, the following 

members said they were going:  Roy & Sue Kellogg, Pat 

McMane, Ravi and Pratibha Patel, Jim Reilly, and Al 

Myers.   
 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:35 PM, followed by a 

Show and Tell Talk by Roy DeSelms. 
 

Submitted by Sue Kellogg, Sect.  

 

Hillôs 42
nd

 Oktoberfest, 8 October 2011: 

 
 

Gruss aus Ojai, California  und Erste Gruppe. 
 

Events: 
 

3:00 PM  Arrivals, cold beer and stein sales 
 

4:30 PM Schmeckôs gut Wurst und Kraut  
 

5:30 PM  General Meeting 
 

6:00 PM  Stein Talk by Terry Hill 
 

6:30 PM Stein tales und stein swappinô, bier und 

wine sippinô und Auf wiedersehensé 
 

On-site parking is limited so get there early or plan to 

park on Foothill Road, you may want to arrange for ride 

to the Hillôs house or you may choose to walk from 

Foothill Road (driveway is about 2-3 blocks long).  
 

Please RSVP by 1 October 2011 
 

For further information please contact Terry or Claire Hill 

@ 805-646-4667 

 
 

EG Nostalgia Trip : 
 

I pulled this image of from the 

Erste Gruppeôs historical files, 

circa 1968-1970. 
 

Who is this guy? 
 

Clues: Held every position in 
EG more than once. Has held 
numerous positions within 
SCI, is a Master Steinologist 
and his darling wife creates 
great graphic art designs for 
SCI and throws a great party. 
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July 2011 SCI Convention in Providence, 

Rhode Island  ï by Sue Kellogg (photos by Ravi Patel  

and Roy Kellogg ) 

 
 Well, getting there was not half the fun people 

talk about.   It took us 3 p lanes to reach 

Providence, and then we missed the final shuttle 

to the hotel!   It was wonderful to walk in the hotel 

and see all these friendly faces that made the trip 

all worthwhile.    

Our Erste Gruppe  members  who were present 

were: Pat McMane and her g randson, Logan; Ravi 

and Pratibha Patel; Al Myers and Jim Riley; Floyd 

and Jackie Deitlien, Pat Cunningham and Terri 

Byrd.  

 
The Westin Hotel was centrally located near many 

attractions  and restaurants that were in walking 

distance.   And it was also connected to a large 

shopping mall by an interior covered walk -way.   It 

was so convenient for eating meals on our own, 

shopping, and just browsing.  

 
July 2, the first night  there  was a Water & Fire 

show on the River across the street from our 

hotel.   Wire containers holding birch logs were 

positioned every few feet across the bridge. The 

logs were set afire to illuminate the bridge. This 

was accompanied by music, floating boats, and 

vendors all around.  Several hundred people were 

packed into the park to see  this, or you could also 

watch it from some of the Mall windows across the 

street.  

   

On Sunday, July 3rd , we started our day with 

breakfast at a small coffee shop that served tea, 

muffins, fruit, yogurt, etc.   Then we boarded   a 

bus for a two hour ride t o Meriden, CT where we 

started with the first of two home tours.  

  
Upon entering Frank and Diane  Pociadloôs lovely 

home, we stood there with mouths agape, as we 

looked around the home filled with hundreds and 

hundreds of steins, Federal furniture, lamps, folk 

art and antiques.  

 

A pair of exquisite and rare etched wall plaques  

 

 

 

WOW! There stood the persona l desk of our 21 st  

President, Chester A. Arthur, a beautiful, federal 

style, cherry wood desk that was rescued from 

being thrown in a dump years ago. Also we found 

hand painted glass lamps, tables inlaid with  

marble tops, folk art butter molds, and a colle ction 

of lambs.    
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President Chester A.  Arthur personal desk 

Our host, Frank and Diane Pociadlo 

 

 

Frank and Diane had added on a bonus room 

years ago and the beams supporting the roof were 

lined with steins, of all sizes.   We were so thankful 

that area is NOT prone to earthquakes!  Our hosts 

were so gracious, answered all our questions and 

were highly complimented and thanked for their 

gracious hospitality and goodies we were served.  

                                                

 

Pociadlo's bonus room  
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Onto the bus and off to Farmington, CT  to see 

the home of Les and Charlotte Witham , built by 

Les more than 48 years ago  on a two acre lot. It 

was pouring rain when we arrived, so our 

ambitious bus driver actually backed down this 

long driveway so we wouldnôt get wet.  The drive 

way looked like it was at least ı mile longé It 

stopped raining long enough for some of us to 

venture into their back yard to see the turtles, 

frogs, and gargoyles 

that Les collects.   Les 

has built a waterfall,  a 

vegetable g arden and 

The Withamôs have an 

amazing view looking  

across a valley.   

 

Each room of their home had something 

interesting to see.   A glass topped table in the 

living room held a collection of pipes.  

 
Pipe collection  

 

The fireplace mantel was filled with l ead soldiers, 

marching across to battle.  Such a complete 

selection of steins was astounding.  

   

 
Steins, heavy relief pewter plaques and lead 

soldiers .  

 
Character steins and Character steins  and ï 

 

 

There was a large 

stained glass window 

that had been taken 

apart piece by piece, 

and reassembled and 

built into a custom 

made frame in the 

wall of the Withamôs 

home.  

 

Les also rais es turtles 

and  Charlotte collects 

steins, dolls, hat pins, 

etc.  

 

 

 

   

We were served box lunches between tours, not 

knowing the hosts also had a wonderful array of 

food for us.    

 

We canôt thank our hosts enough for opening their 

homes for us and letting us all hear the stories of 

how certain items were found or collected.  
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Our host, Les and Charlotte Whitham  

 

July 4 ,  After the Executive meeting  we  again 

boarded the bus for a tour of the Newport 

Mansions.   Our knowledgeable tour guide grew up 

in the area and told us many humorous stories 

about the people who lived in the area. She 

sounded and looked like Rosie OôDonnell and said, 

ñNone of her kids had her accentò!  We were left 

off at the Breakerôs and the Vanderbilt mansion, 

( the grandest of Newport's summer "cottages" ) . 

The Breakerôs and the Vanderbilt mansion  
 

It was so large, gaudy, and had the fanciest 

interior.   Mrs. Vanderbiltôs sister lived next door at 

the ñMarble houseò, so there was much 

competition for the best of everything.  

We toured through most of Newport and saw the 

childhood home of Jacqueline Bou vier Kennedy 

and saw the church where Jacqueline and John 

Kennedy were married.   It was interesting to see 

how the ñother half livesò. 

 

That evening, we boarded another bus  for the 

famous Lobster Bake, with clams, corn on the cob, 

roasted potatoes.   Soup a nd salad were served 

first, then the main course, and watermelon for 

dessert.   It was very funny watching people 

getting initiated in trying to crack open a lobster  

for the first time.   Oh so messy but oh so good.  

 

On July 5,  we had our first breakfast in the 

hotel.   Then we were off for the scheduled talks by 

the Master Steinologists.   We attended the one by 

Steve Steigerwald about Mettlach Steins.   After 

his excellent talk, many of us walked over to the 

State  Capital  building.   
 

 
 

It was quite a trek in the heat, and upon our 

arrival we found all the doors locked. We sent the 

men ahead and they found an open entrance to 

the building where we could start our tour. Rhode 

Island is the smallest state with fewer 

representatives than lar ger states and the Senate 

and House chambers in the East and West wings 
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are smaller than expected. The building was 

lovely, 3 floors of history, statues,  and  gilding all 

across the ceiling.    

 

Our guide was a cute young lady who was very 

knowledgeable in every  aspect of the building and 

explaining pictures on the wall,  of  each chamber 

we visited, etc.   

 

Roy and I, Pat McMane and her Grandson, Logan, 

Ravi and Pratibha Patel and Jackie Deitlien walked 

leisurely back to the hotel for nice cold drinks.   

Roy and I popp ed in on a round table discussion 

by Dan Rumplick on Stoneware Steins.    

 

The stein sales room was to open at 3:00 PM so 

we gathered with the rest of the herd, anxious to 

see what was going to be for sale.   Of course, we 

rushed in like it was the Macyôs basement sale, 

and all filtered around the room, picking up 

goodies and talking to all the vendors.  

 

The hospitality room was wonderful for gathering 

each day and many snacks and drinks were 

provided.   We visited and talked with so many 

people from different  clubs, what a pleasant and 

popular ñwatering holeò. 

 

For dinner that night we had a buffet style Italian 

dinner that included Italian lasagna, veal with 

noodles, swordfish, salad, fruit and two desserts.   

Later that evening we were entertained by a great 

band; almost everyone in the room ended up 

participating in a snake dance and of course the 

chicken dance.    

 

Wed., July 6 ,  We started out the day with a 

buffet breakfast in the hotel  The General Meeting 

was at 9:00 AM. The new officers were 

introduced, ol d officers leaving, short speeches 

given by committee members, and the SCI 

awards were handed out.   The new officers for 

2012 are Justin Pimental, President; Pat 

Zimmerman as 2nd VP for membership; and 

Bruce Burner as Chief Financial Officer.   Officers 

rem aining in their positions are:   Ralph Joyce as 

1st VP of conventions; David Bruha as Executive 

Director; David Lowry as Sect.; Ron Fox as Editor 

of PROSIT; Keith Lyle as Chapter Support Officer; 

John Piet as Dir. Of Internet Activities; and Lyn 

Ayers as Mu seum Dir . / Librarian.   Retiring Officers  

were Phil Masenheimer as Pres.; Carolyn Estep as 

2nd VP of Membership, and Ravi Patel as CFO.   

Appointed positions are:   Chuck Keiser as 

Membership Data Base Manager; Roy Kellogg as 

By- laws/Standing Rules Committee; Clarence 

Riley as Nominating Committee, Les Paul as Nom. 

Committee, Fred Ellis as Ethics Comm., Fred Irtz 

as Parliamentarian, and Martin Estep as 

Photographer.   Sue Kellogg was most surprised 

when she received the  SCI Gemuetlichkeit  award.   

Donôt think anyone could spell it and very few 

could pronounce it correctly but it was very 

gratifying to be recognized.  

 

That afternoon, Pratibha and I walked downtown 

and took the local trolley for a narrative tour of 

the area.   Providence is the home of Dunkinô 

Donut s and I believe there was a shop on every 

block and none of us ever tasted one!   That 

evening, Roy and I walked with Pat McMane and 

Logan, and Ravi and Pratibha to the Italian district 

for dinner.   It was difficult choosing which 

restaurant to eat in, so w e asked a local and he 

sure was right in telling us about Casarino 

restaurant!   It was so warm and the restaurants 

were full and people sitting outside eating. We 

finally found a plaza area with outdoor eateries,  

music bands, and great dessert s.  

 

Thurs.,  July 7  was our last day of the 

convention.   We all gathered at the breakfast 

buffet and enjoyed visiting with each other and 

some, saying their good byes.   Stump the 

Steinologists were going on while some of the 

ladies left to prepare for the High Tea at the 

Museum of Art.   Some  of the ladies walked the ½ 

mile up the hill to the Museum, some drove and 

some took taxis.   The Museum is a huge rambling 

building of 6 floors of furniture, silver, porcelain, 

art, objects from the 1950ôs when cocktails were 

ñthe thingò, gowns from the 1940ôs and 1950ôs.  

Tea was held in the ñPorcelain Roomò, filled with 

hundreds of statues, figurines, and art.   They 

served tiered trays of sandwiches, scones, sweets, 

and pots of strong tea.   We were pleased to see 

that six of our ge ntlemen friends joined us this 

year.   Also, everybody there got to choose a gift 

bag that contained either a tea pot or cup and 

saucer.   Sharon Bruha was the only one to choose 

a black beaded  designer -sequined evening bag.   

We walked through the gift shop where the items 

made by the art museum students were for sale, 

including ceramics, jewelry, clothing, etc.    

 

The memberôs auction was going on when we 

returned to the hotel. It was fun to watch all the 

people bidding on goodies that werenót sold in the 

memberós stein sales.  That evening was the 

German Night dinner which was a huge buffet of 

salads, meats, rolls, potato salad and cakes.   

Everyone had a great time, saying good bye to all 

the people they either knew for years or just met.   

Door prizes were h anded out and Maureen Joyce 

was the recipient of the ñMiss Beer Steinò crown.  

Marie Stevenson had all the previous ñMiss Beer 
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Steinsò who were present gather up front for the 

crowning.  
 

Some of us were leaving in the morning to return 

home, continue on our trip, or stay for the 

weekend.   Several of us had rented our cars for 

the trip to our next destinations.   We were kindly 

invited by Marie Stevenson  in Mashpee, MA for 

brunch.    
 

Thur., July 7.  We departed by car on a wet, 

humid morning. The storm the night before had 

knocked several power lines down, roads were 

flooded, and construction was still going on many 

roads.    
 

Marieôs home had to be seen to be appreciated.  

There were 4 bedroom s upstairs and each one has 

a theme.   Her favorite room is the ñQueen Maryò 

room , for that is the ship she came over on to the 

US with her Mom. All articles in the room were 

related to the Queen Mary.   The 3 bathrooms 

were themed as the Monet room, 1920ós 

Hollywood memorabilia, and a Fairy bathroom.   

The entire home was filled with priceless steins, 

teapots, figurines, lamps, furniture, and British 

royalty memorabilia.    
 

 
 

Marie served a most wonderful array of foods, 

cakes, Mimosaôs, etc. The sun came out and many 

of us made our way outside to sit on the deck. 

Once again it was time to say our farewells as we 

departed on our separate ways.   Most everyone is 

planning on coming back again next august to 

attend the convention in Annapolis, MD.   

 
Marie and friends  

Roy and I went on  the ñAfter Conventionò tour of 

Mystic Seaport, Ct., a lovely seaside town of 

ships, home of the movie, ñMystic Pizzaò, where 

we ate.   Next stop was Hartford, CT., where we 

thoroughly enjoyed touring the Mark Twain 

home.   He certai nly was a prolific writer who 

made and lost many fortunes in his lifetime.   He 

had very expensive tastes and which could be 

seen in this fine home.   

 
Mark Twainôs home 

My home? A combination Mississippi River 

steamboat and cuckoo clock. It wouldn't do to call it 

"mongrel" for that would be offensive to some. I 

guess we'll call it "eclectic"--the word describes 

everything that can't be otherwise described. 

- Interview "Mark Twain Encountered," New York 

Herald, Dec. 8, 1884  
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Mark Twainôs next door neighbor was Harriet 

Beecher Stowe the American abolitionist and 

author  of Uncle Tom's Cabin (1852)  and was also 

a gifted artist.   

 

 
Harriet Beecher Stoweôs home 

 

Adjacent to that was the  Norman Rockwell 

museum.   This was a very worthwhile trip to see 

these historic places.   We had a horrible time 

trying to find a place to eat lunch and ended up in 

the basement of a downtown building that had 

one open lunch stand. The place was filled with  

college students who were attending a Sci -Fi and 

Japanese cartoon convention, dressed as their 

favorite character.   Most interesting!  

 

We finally got to Highland Falls, New York so we 

could tour the Army academy at West Point.   

 

Fri., 8 July.  We got up ea rly on Sunday and 

drove up to the West Point Military Museum, 

where we purchased tickets for a bus tour. 

Security is very tight there and we had to open 

our trunk and show our IDs just to get onto the 

base and drive around on our own.  We had a 

great tour g uide again; he told us about every 

monument and statue we passed, how the land 

was acquired, how the buildings were named and 

etc.   We got  off the bus and walk ed around 

various monuments and took pictures.   Afterwards 

we went to the museum and saw 3 floors of a rms, 

weapons, uniforms, flags, etc. from every war.    

 

We took a hot hike up a hill to the Fort Putnam 

ruins, one of the many forts and batteries that 

make up West Point. George Washington selected 

this key site for defending the area from the 

British beca use of the unbelievable commanding 

view of the Hudson River. Washington felt that if 

the British ever commanded the fortifications at 

West Point they would have a stranglehold on the 

colonies. He spent a significant portion of his 

tenure as Commander of th e Continental Army at 

West Point and nearby Newburgh. Cannons were 

positioned all around the perimeter of all the forts 

and batteries so cannon fire could be directed 

at  the approaching British ships in the Hudson 

River; the British wouldnôt have a chance of 

getting through.   

Ornate Revolutionary War cannon guarding 

the Hudson  

 

On to Adamstown, PA for the antiquing we always 

have heard about, and we werenôt disappointed.  

An Amish buggy with a family of 7 passed us on 

the roadway.   The countryside around t here was 

absolutely beautiful.   So many green rolling hills 

and mountains, rivers, trees on both sides of the 

highway, etc.   5 ½ hours later, we finally 

entered  Ohio!    

 

Sat., 9 July.  After a good nightôs sleep, we drove 

all morning and entered Indiana by lunch time.   

We saw acres and acres of crops, farms, trees, 

and even an Oscar Meyer Weiner Mobile passed 

by. I didnôt know they were still in existence.  

Thanks to gaining 2 hours dri ving through these 

states heading west to Illinois we were hot, tired, 

and very happy that we were once again able to 

visit so many states  and attend another wonderful 

convention.                 

 

 
Sue and Roy Kellogg 

 


